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Pig population in April 1989 
The pig population continues to decline... 
The most recent, and in part still provisional results of the pig population 
surveys carried out in April 1989 show a further drop of 2.5% in the Community 
as compared with April 1988 to almost exactly 100 Mio head. Graph 1 shows 
this development for the Community of Ten. This indicates that pig stocks 
have returned to the April 1985 level. The two largest producer countries, 
Germany and Spain, which together account for almost 40% of the total 
population, report a fall of 5.2 and 6.2% respectively. A sharp drop also 
occurred in the United Kingdom (-5.9%) and Luxembourg (-11.2%), although it is 
difficult to make a comparison with the previous year in Luxembourg because of 
methodological changes. A slight downward movement was recorded in the 
Netherlands and Belgium (both -1.1%) and Greece (-1.5%). The pig population 
remained virtually constant in France (+0.4%) and Italy (-0.2%). Substantial 
increases in stocks are apparent only in Denmark (+3.3%), Ireland (+1.4%) and, 
surprisingly, in Portugal (+3.2%). The Portuguese result is remarkable since 
large numbers of pigs had to be slaughtered in the months preceding the April 
survey because of an outbreak of African swine fever. 
The intentions of pig producers are reflected in the numbers of mated sows. 
The recovery of the pig market can be seen in the constant or growing numbers 
in half the Community countries. An improvement is apparent even in those 
countries in which the numbers of sows continue to decline, since the rate of 
decline is appreciably lower than shown by the December results. For EUR 12, 
the drop in the number of mated sows in December was still 4.6%, whereas now 
it is 3.3%. 
It is noteworthy that the proportions of the Community population represented 
by the various Member States remain fairly stable, although the number of 
animals varies considerably in the course of a pig cycle. 
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Changes in the proportion of the total pig population in April of each year 
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In the Community of Ten, there were significant changes between 1974 and 1989 
in respect of only four countries. The most striking is the 72% rise in the 
share of the Netherlands, from 9.78 to 16.80% of the Community population. 
This increase was at the expense of three countries: the British share fell 
by 25.7% from 12.35 to 9.17%, the French share by 10.5% from 15.84 to 14.18% 
and the West German share by 7.6% from 29.77 to 27.51%. What is remarkable in 
the Federal Republic of Germany is the development in the last few years. The 
German share fluctuated around 30% for a long time and then fell in the last 
three years to about 27.5%. This loss of no less than 2.5% of the Community 
stocks is equal to the combined pig populations of Greece and Ireland. 
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... despite rising market prices 
The exceptional market crisis of recent years, which has now come to an end, 
is reflected in a distortion of the pig cycle, causing the peak to be 
displaced by about a year. Three main factors contributed to this abnormal 
development (i.e. a continuing rise in production despite a sharp drop in 
market prices over a fairly long period): 
­ falling prices for both imported feed (especially soya and tapioca) and 
home­produced feed (cereals); 
­ Spain's accession to the Community in 1986 and consequent opening of the 
Spanish market, in which there was initially a great deal of spare demand; 
­ good opportunities for export to third countries. 
The excess supply which finally resulted from the substantial increase in pig 
numbers, together with the rapid rise in the cost of imported feed following 
the drought in the producing areas in America, led to the severe crisis in the 
pig sector. A further rise in market prices was not possible until October/ 
November 1988, after stocks had been considerably reduced. In the year 
1.4.1988 to 1.4.1989, the average price for slaughtered pigs in the Community 
increased by 14.1% from 113 ECU to 128.9 ECU and in the following two and a 
half months to 11.6.1989 by a further 13.6% to 146.5 ECU. Improved returns on 
pig production are also apparent in the prices for piglets, which are regarded 
as a good indicator of profitability. In the period from 1.4.1988 to 1.4.1989 
they rose by 28.2% from 30.9 ECU to 39.6 ECU. 
Production also continues to fall 
For the entire forecast period up to February/March 1990 supply is expected to 
fall by 3.1% to 157.25 Mio head. The sharpest drop will probably occur in 
August/September 1989 (-7.8%). After these reductions, which are still 
cyclical in nature, production is riot expected to rise until the second 
quarter of 1990. The reason for this very slow reaction to the favourable 
market prices currently obtaining lies in the fact that the breeding herd was 
also cut back very sharply during the crisis and must be rebuilt in most 
Member States before production can be increased. The entire process may take 
up to 15 months. 
The anticipated developments in numbers of head are matched by the price 
forecasts. Overall, prices will probably continue to improve. In July/August 
of this year the price level is expected to remain largely unchanged and then 
to rise. This development will be accompanied by lower feed costs and will 
probably continue into 1990. Production will undoubtedly increase appreciably 
in the course of the next year. Past experience indicates, however, that pig 
producers should not expand too sharply since there will inevitably be a 
further downturn. The pig cycle still exists and the recommendation that 
producers should adopt a counter-cyclical policy thus remains as valid as 
ever. 
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PIG POPULATION IN APRIL 
1000 HEAD 
eurostat m 
SCHUEI NEBESTAND IH APRIL 
1000 STUECK 
EFFECTIFS PORCINS EN AVRIL 
100O TETES 
EUR 10 EUR 12 DK GR IRL NL UK 
ZUCHTEBER (>50 KG) 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































20/ 6/1989 [11] 
PIG POPULATION IN APRIL 
1000 HEAD 
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SCHUEI NEBESTAND IM APRIL 
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GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF PIGS 
BRUTTOEIGENERZEUGUNG VON SCHWEINEN 
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0.0* 
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26.3 
0.0* 
25 22 22* 
-12.0 
0.0* 
22 22* 
22* 
0.0* 
0.0* 
23728 
23827* 
23310* 
0.4* 
-2.2* 
3653 
3871 
3820* 
6.0 
-1.3* 
4042 
3832 
3760* 
-5.2 
-1.9* 
3920 
4118 
3870* 
5.1 
-6.0* 
12 HOIS 
3249 15977 
3222 15625* 
3208* 14884* 
-0.8 -2.2* 
-0.4* -4.7* 
AVRIL/MAI 
502 2618 
549 2676 
550 2502* 
9.4 2.2 
0.2 -6.5* 
JUIN/JUILLET 
574 2663 
527 2745 
525* 2536* 
-8.2 3.1 
-0.4* -7.6* 
AOUT/SEPTEMBRE 
550 2410 
545 2449 
534* 2269* 
-0.9 1.6 
-2.0* -7.3* 
OCTOBRE/NOVEMBRE 
3832 
4010 
4000* 4.6 
-0.2* 
560 2841 
530 2867 
518* 2700* 
-5.4 0.9 
-2.3* -5.8* 
DECEMBRE/JANVIER 
3993 
4076 
3880* 
2.1 
-4.8* 
4288 
3920* 
3980* 
-8.6* 
1.5* 
555 2991 
535* 2634* 
540* 2571* 
-3.6* -11.9* 
0.9* -2.4* 
FEVRIER/MARS 
508 2454 
536 2254* 
541* 2306* 
5.5 -8.1* 
0.9* 2.3* 
